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Romania

Security Risks ans Vulnerabilities

1. External factors

NATO/EU integration is main goal of the present Romanian government. In order to achieve these goals following initiatives have been started:

1.1 NATO Enlargement

· Partnership for Peace (PfP), Membership Action plan (MAP), Strategic initiative

· Tactical initiatives (like Hungarian/Romanian joint battalion)

· Triangular treaties

· Good neighbour treaties (Ukraine, Hungary)

· Stability pact

· Army reform

1.2 EU Enlargement

· Stability pact

· Common Foreign & Security Policy

· Crime Laws

· Human Rights Convention

· Economic reforms (Foreign investments, privatisation, IMF)

2. Internal factors

What are the options of further development depending on possible changes in power relations?

2.1 Political transition

· Continued influence of former communist and Securitate nomenklatura networks, slowly opening for new elite groups

· Still no access to Securitate files

2.2 Economic transition

· Inherited obstacles – policy mistakes

· Hesitant reforms, strong state influence in economy, direct interventions, subsidies

· Failure of IMF strategies

· Corruption, pyramid saving scheme

· Slow privatisation

· Miners' riots

2.3 Social tensions

Poverty, Unemployment

Extremist parties, ethnic conflict

Influence of the media, church, etc. on development of value system

Weak civil society

3. Conclusion

No recent threats

Prospect of EU/NATO integration important for long-term stability

